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Current Status of and Challenges Facing Education for Foreign Children in Aichi

Prefecture

Kazuko Matsumoto
Lecturer
Aichi Shukutoku University

I. Education of foreign children in public schools

The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology launched the “Survey on

the Status of Acceptance of Foreign Children Who Require Japanese Language Tuition” in

1991, and from the second time this survey was implemented Aichi Prefecture has consistently

been the prefecture with the largest numbers of foreign children “requiring Japanese language

tuition,” leading the number two-ranked prefecture by a considerable margin. In FY2007 there

were 5,030 such children (the total number of foreign children in elementary and junior high

schools stood at 8,065). Children of Latin American origin, such as Brazil and Peru account for
77% of the total.

(Advanced measures for foreign children “requiring Japanese language tuition”)

)

Guidance on adapting to public school and pre-classes for children prior to enrolling in school.
(Promoted under the prefectural pre-school program in Komai, Chiryu, Toyohashi, and

Handa cities)

Guidance on adapting to school life and pre-classes in intensive Japanese language classes.
After an intensive period of several months’ tuition, students move to their appropriate

school year class (implemented in Toyota, Toyohashi and Chiryu cities)

Provision of instructors for Japanese language tuition in school year groups.

The provision guidelines were revised from FY2007:

- Elementary schools: More than 10 students: 1 staff; More than 31 students: 2 staff; More
than 51 students: 3 staff; More than 71 students: 4 staff, More than 91 students: 5 staff.

- Junior high schools: More than 10 persons: 1 staff, More than 21 students: 2 staff; More
than 31 students: 3 staff, More than 41 students: 4 staff.

The recruitment and selection examination for elementary and junior high school teachers
has introduced a “selection option for persons fluent in foreign languages (Portuguese,
Spanish, Chinese), with a total of 21 persons being recruited in FYZ2008: Chinese (8

persons), Spanish (9 persons), Portuguese (4 persons).
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Establishment of education research division for foreign students (Implemented by
Toyohashi City)

- Compilation of research materials for self-help research (Adaptation and Japanese
language tuition methods group, Textbook tuition methods group)

- Compilation of teaching materials for specialized research (Education development group;
Japanese, language studies, arithmetic, math, education)

- Publishing of PR magazine or information magazine

Selection of high school entrants, including foreign students and students returning from
China, etc.

Those eligible to receive academic examinations, interviews and tests for Japanese
language, match and foreign languages (English) that feature “furigana” (transliteration of
Kanji characters, showing pronunciation), are students who are seeking to transfer to the
fourth year of elementary school or higher, or those seeking transfer to the third year or

lower for whom it is recognized that there are special circumstances.

After school learning support

- After-school classes for children (Implemented at Iwata elementary school in Toyohashi City)
These classes are implemented for first to sixth grade foreign children from Monday to
Friday, lasting from the end of the school day to 5:30 p.m.

- After-school learning support (Implemented by an NPO in Toyohashi City)

These classes are implemented for elementary and junior high school foreign children,
from Monday to Friday, lasting from the end of the school day until 6:00 p.m.

(In Konan, Inuyama, Inazawa, and Nishio cities, etc., these activities are promoted through
the prefectural after-school program. Additionally the prefectural “Japanese learning
support fund” program is promoted for after-school learning support in Higashiura town

and Chiryu city).

Learning support for children who are not attending school (Implemented by an NPO in
Toyohashi City)
Implemented from 10:00 to 12:00, Monday to Friday, for children who are not attending

Japanese schools.

I1. Education of children at Brazilian schools

There is no established legal format for schools for foreigners in Japan. Most are special

educational institutions that are registered as educational entities (schools for students of

North Korea origin, Chinese origin and South Korean origin, etc.), and schools for Latin

American foreign children (Throughout the country there are approximately 90 such schools,

of which only five are designated as special educational institutions, with the rest being treated
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like private schools, such as Brazilian schools). There are 18 Brazilian schools in Aichi

Prefecture (of which only one is registered as a special educational institution).

(Transferring from a Brazilian school to a public Japanese school)

)

Advancing from a Brazilian school to a Japanese university

In an announcement dated July 24, 2006 (20 MEXT announcement No. 168) it is stated that
any person completing a course of study at a Brazilian school after February 6, 2006 and
who has reached the age of 18 years, shall be eligible for entry to university, without
having completed the preparatory education curriculum. For persons graduating before
February 6, 2006, their eligibility to enter university shall be pursuant to completion of the

preparatory education curriculum.

Furthermore, as an additional method of gaining eligibility for university entrance, those
persons who graduated from a Brazilian school prior to February 6, 2006, but who have
passed the high school approved graduation exam and an entrance examination

implemented independently by each university, shall be eligible to advance to university.

Advancing from a Brazilian school to a Japanese high school
In the case of Aichi Prefecture, even if students have graduated from a Brazilian school,
they must also have passed the junior high school graduation examination in order to be

eligible for high school admission.

Transfer from a Brazilian school to a Japanese junior high school
If the transfer is made during the third year of junior high school, as the transfer is close
to the graduation date from junior high school, if the applicant is over school age, the

response differs according to school and municipal board of education.

Transfers after October of the third year of junior high school are usually possible if there is a

precedent for students seeking to advance to high school to petition the school principal to

retake the third year of junior high school and subsequently gain admission to high school.

However, there are cases whereby during this period a student has been told that a

graduation certificate cannot be issued, leading to the student not being able to continue

through to graduation.

II1. Challenges

@)

Various efforts are being made in public schools to enhance the educational environment
from education prior to school admission through to entrance to high school, but these

should not be limited to certain schools and communities.
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The efforts should not be limited to foreign students, but should be expanded to

encompass all students at all schools.

Flexible response to differing educational systems and review of current system

Creation of a system that establishes an environment for people to have a “second
chance,” through special measures for the junior high school graduation examination and

expansion of night classes at the junior high school level.

Cooperation between schools and communities
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